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Historic Building Technology of

MEtis Communities
Prairie Region, Canada

The goal of this project was to privide information on
building practices in the Métis communities of
Saskatchewan and Manitoba. The many challenges facing
Commonwealth's researchers included finding methods
identifing early Métis-built houses and farm buildings,
most of which have been abandoned and fallen into
disrepair.

Tasks included undertaking documentary research in lafk
tittes and other settlement records, an oral history
initiative, and sketching and photographing more than

100 buildings. Information on design and materials was entered into a computer database to

facilitate analysis. The findings of the project, published in the Canadian Parks Service's
Microfiche Report Series, offered the first systematic investigation of building patterns and
technology among the Prairie Métis.
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